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Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: .prominent and favoured fetes. These are observed on the 7th
day of the first month, the 3d day of the third month, the 5th day of the fiGh month, the 7th day of the seventh
month, and the 9th day of the ninth month. It will be seen that they occur with a numerical regularity which is
striking. The Japanese seem to have a peculiar pleasure in such arrangements. The first of these festivals refers
more especially to the domestic arts, and is largely a combination of stewing, brewing, and divination, called
the chopping of the seven herbs. The women are mostly concerned in its performance, which lasts through the
earlier hours of the day. The second is a child s festival, during which dolls representing every trade, craG, and
calling, civil and military, historical and legendary, are made. Each feature of these dummies is shown with an
exacting fidelity to the original. The setting forth in display of these figures, oGen numbering a thousand, is
both interesting and educating to its participants. This month, March, with its toys and opening blossoms of
spring, is primarily the month for the girls, and the little Japanese maids queen it right royally both at home
and among their friends. The festival of the 5th day of the fiGh month is especially a boy s fete. This is given in
honour of the birth of a male child within the past twelve months. The happy event is...
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