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indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: .or dividend. TraHic in land, there/ore, is nothing more and nothing less
than a traHic in a kingly prerogative, and an extension of the divine right to rule the earth and man into the
domain of trade; and by which the victim of misrule gains nothing when he changes his nominal ruler from a
prince of the blood to a president or governor, who like himself is subject to the trade king. In the evolution of
civil law the right of private property prescribed limitations to the barbaric law of the stronger. Its influence in
civilization has been incalculable. Its own limitations have been slowly discovered and more tardily applied,
until its abuses have become intolerable, and as obstructive of human progress as was at any time the law of
brute force, which it so largely modified. The dominion of property over man s person has but recently been
abrogated; its dominion over his heritage is yet supreme; but when discovered to be what it is, a bald
usurpation, it will naturally or violently disappear, as slavery and feudalism have done, through the evolution of
industrial and social laws. The indefensible nature of traHic in the land, and its reduction to a commodity,
subject to increase and engrossment, is tacitly admitted by the silence of the economists who assume its
accordance with nature. The principal writer who has taken up the pen on the conservative side of the land
question scarcely makes a passable apology for...
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