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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Ordnance and Gunnery: A Text-Book Prepared for
the Cadets of the United States Military Academy, West Point The material of war has undergone greater
changes in the past thirty years than in the previous hundreds of years since the introduction of gunpowder.
The weapons of attack and defense have become more numerous, more complicated, and vastly more
efficient. The appurtenances to their use arc more elaborate. The science of gunnery constantly requires of the
officer greater knowledge and higher attainments, that he may thoroughly understand the powerful and
important instruments that are put under his control and be prepared to obtain from them, in time of need,
their full effect. | have attempted in this text to set before the Cadets of the Military Academy the subjects of
Ordnance and Gunnery in such manner as to give to the Cadets a thorough appreciation of the fundamental
principles that underlie the construction and effective use of the instruments of war, and such practical
knowledge of the material of today as should be possessed by every army officer. The purpose held in view in
the preparation of the text has been to present, in order, the theories that apply in the use of explosives ami in
the construction of Ordnance material, the methods pursued in the construction of the material, descriptions of
the material, and the principles of its use. The applications of the theoretical deductions to the investigation of
the action of gunpowders and other explosives and to the construction and use of Ordnance material, are
extensively illustrated by problems fully worked out in the text; the idea being that these solutions, in addition to
making...
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